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The Library of Congress announces the availability of approximately $315,000 to support Teaching with Primary Sources (TPS) program activities conducted by a an educational organization operating in one of the western states of: Alaska, California, Oregon or Washington. Further, this educational organization will join the Teaching with Primary Sources Educational Consortium, a body tasked with the design and implementation of this growing national program.  The TPS Program is described in more detail below.
Deadline for Submission of Application for Funding:  Thirty days from the date shown above.

Authority:  The “Library of Congress Digital Collections and Educational Curricula Act of 2005” (2 USC 184) authorized the Librarian of Congress to administer a program to teach educators and librarians how to incorporate the digital collections of the Library of Congress into educational curricula.  The Librarian was further authorized to establish an educational consortium to support the program and to make funds appropriated available to consortium members, educational institutions and libraries.  Under 2 USC 136, the Librarian is authorized to enter into contractual agreements to accomplish the mission of the Library.

Library of Congress:  The Library of Congress is the nation’s oldest federal cultural institution and serves as the research arm of Congress.  It is also the largest library in the world, with millions of books, recordings, photographs, maps and manuscripts.  The Library’s mission is to make its resources available and useful to the Congress and the American people and to sustain and preserve a universal collection of knowledge and creativity for future generations.  

Teaching with Primary Sources Program:

Background

The mission of the program is to build a consortium that fosters collaborations between the Library of Congress and the educational community to increase instructional use of the Library’s digital primary sources. The program contributes to the quality of education by deepening content understanding and building critical thinking and analysis skills.    

This congressionally-funded program, which began in 2006, follows a previous professional development program, entitled An Adventure of the American Mind.  These two programs have reached more than 12,000 teachers since 1999.  

The Teaching with Primary Sources program has four main goals:

1. Provide online and classroom-based primary source-based professional development programs nationwide.
2. Increase the ability of educators to design student-centered primary source-based learning experiences that use best instructional practices.
3. Implement standards-based learning experiences that improve student ability to critically examine primary sources.
4. Build patronage of the Library’s digital resources that expands the community of educators dedicated to the improvement of education through the use of primary sources.

Educational Consortium

TPS program activities are designed, managed and implemented by members of an educational consortium made up of universities, school districts and educational foundations. Consortium members develop and implement professional development strategies and curricular resources focused on using the Library’s digital primary sources to improve learning.  Professional development is ongoing and progressive to allow for college/university and K-12 educators to improve their ability to: 

· Design primary source-based inquiry-oriented learning experiences;

· Implement these experiences in the classroom;

· Evaluate these experiences and learning outcomes; and

· Share their expertise with educators nationwide.

Currently, there are 20 education consortium members in eight states: Colorado, Illinois, Indiana, Louisiana, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Tennessee and Virginia.   These partners offer professional development opportunities for pre- and in-service K-12 teachers and librarians that include workshops, seminars, online courses, graduate courses, and mentoring. For more information, please visit the TPS Web site at: http://www.loc.gov/teachers/tps/
This NOFA seeks to identify an educational partner operating in one of the following four western states, including Alaska, California, Oregon or Washington to join the TPS Educational Consortium and assist in the geographic expansion of the Teaching with Primary Sources program in the state in which the organization operates.  Colleges, universities, libraries and other educational institutions or organizations are eligible to apply.  All applicants to the Teaching with Primary Sources Educational Consortium must exhibit participation in partnerships between institutes of higher learning and K-12 institutions focused on teacher professional development.

Scope

Available funding is projected to support two years of activity. Funding extensions are possible based on successful performance under this grant and continued Congressional support for the Teaching with Primary Sources Program.  
The successful organization will enter into a cooperative agreement with the Library of Congress.
General Requirements

· Create, pilot and revise test program activities, building upon the resources of the Teaching with Primary Sources consortium and partnerships between institutions of higher education and K-12 schools.  
· Develop and implement a progressive professional development program 

· Participate in the TPS Educational Consortium by sharing ideas, methods and information to support the design and development of a national program

Specific Requirements

· Design and offer professional development as outlined in an approved project plan

· Attend two Consortium Meetings a year, as well as, scheduled web conferences

· Participate in evaluation exercises undertaken by the Teaching with Primary Sources Educational Consortium

Deliverables

The successful organization shall deliver to the Library:

· A project plan, including budgets and narratives, detailing how the grant will be used; 

· Professional development activities as specified in the project plan and agreed upon with Library of Congress staff; 
· Program and professional development syllabi and materials developed under the TPS program; 
· A Web site representing the program that provides information about professional development activities and how interested teachers can participate; and 
· Quarterly quantitative and budget reports and two semi-annual narrative reports.

Grant Amount:  $315,000.

Grant Period

The grant will support program activities for FY09 and FY10.

Application and Selection Process

Interested parties must submit an application (maximum 12 pages in 12-point font) containing the following information:

a) Organizational description, including resources and characteristics that would help you make a significant contribution to the Teaching with Primary Sources Educational Consortium:
b) Description of past activity in curriculum development, especially in the area of primary source-based inquiry; design and delivery of pre- and in-service workshops, seminars, online courses and/or graduate courses for K-12 teachers and librarians; and arrangements or relationships with other educational institutions designed to provide professional development for teachers.
c) Description of institutional partners and past joint professional development projects:
d) Description of your proposed strategy for undertaking Teaching with Primary Sources program activities, if awarded the grant, including: targeted geographic area; expected numbers and demographics of teachers to be served; professional development methodologies and formats; the role of institutional partners; rationale for your proposed approach; and expected outcomes;

e) Proposed budget outlining both program and administrative costs that includes an in-kind or financial match representing at least 10 percent of the total grant amount.
f) Names of lead person(s) to be assigned to the project with half page description for each person’s experience in the three areas listed under item b);

g) List federal or state funded projects that the applicant has participated in that involved one or more of the three areas listed under item b); and

h) Name, address, telephone number, email address, and title of a contact person.

The successful applicant will exhibit:

· An established state-wide reputation in educational leadership

· An ongoing professional development for in-service teachers

· Participation in collaborations and partnerships with K-12 school districts and institutions of higher learning

· Existing focus on incorporating primary sources into instruction

· Participation in state and regional networks

· Expertise and infrastructure for offering content via teleconferencing and online 

· Experience managing federal grants

Applications for this grant should be submitted to Vivian Awumey, Library of Congress, 101 Independence Ave. S. E., Washington, D. C. 20540-1300; email:    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor vavu@loc.gov
. Applications are due by 5:00 pm, on December 15th, 2008.
The Library of Congress will review the applications and may request additional information if necessary.  The selection process is expected to take thirty (30) days. 

Note:  Because the Library of Congress is not subject to Executive Branch rules and procedures, the typical OMB requirements such as CDFA or D-U-N-S numbers are not required.
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