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A Centemarian

i Luke Towns, & centenarian, now reeiding at
A335 West Eilghth Et:ttf, Jackeonwville, Florida, was the ninth
child born to Marie and Like Towns, slaves, December 34, 1835,
in & villsge in Tolberton County, Georgla. ‘

Mr. Town's parents wers owned by Covernor

Towne, whose name was taken by all the nl:.iiﬁ.nn born on the
plentation; he states that he was placed on the publioc blocks
for sale, and was purchased by a Mr. Mormon. At the EATTiAge
of Mr, Mormon's daughter, Sarah, according to custom, he was
given to thie daughter as & wedding present, and thus becaze the
slave and took the nase of the Qulleys and lived with them untﬂ
be became & young man at Smithville, Ceorgia, in Les County.

His chief work was that of carrying water, wood
and working arcund the house when a yourgeter; often, he states
he would hide ia the woods to keep from :nl:king.

Because his mother was a ohild-bearing 'lh:ll.;l,. she
did not know the hard labors of slavery, bit had & small patoh of
cotton and a garden neqar the bouse to oare for,"All of the others
worked hard *,e8id he'but bad kind masters who fed them well.®
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When asked if his mothéer were a ohristian, he replied "why ves:
indeed she wis, and believed in prayer; ocne day as she traveled
from her patch home, just ae she wae about to let the 'gap'(this
was & fenoe built to keep the hoge and horses shut in) down, she
knelt to pray and a light appeared before her and fros that time
on ehe did not belleve in any fogyles, but in God.®

¥ I carnot réméember muck now? be saye, "of
what bhappened in slavery, but after slavery we went back %o the
name of Towne. I know I got ecme whippinge and during the war
ny job was that of carrying the master's luggage.* (1)

After the war he went to Albany, Gaorgia and
began working for himeelf, hauling salt from Albany to Tallahasses,
Florida; this salt was eold to the stores. His next job was that
of sampling cotton,

Just before he was 30 yeara old he wae married
to Mary Julia Coats, who lived near Albany, Ceorgls. To thex were
torn the following children: Willie, George, Alexander, Henry Hille=
=an, Ella Loulee, and twinss Walter Luke and Mary Julis, who were
named for the parants,

He wis converted to the Baptiet !ll.i'l:h_-‘hm hia
first child wae born; there were no churches, but services were
held iz the blacke=ith shop on the corner of Jackeon ard State
Streets. Later he bacame & member of Nount Zion Bapthed¥ Church
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Albany, Oeorgia, and served thars for 50 yeara as & dshodn,

He remained in Georgia until 1889 when he
moved to Tampa, Florida and thers he operated a oafs, He Joined
Beulah Baptist Church and served as dsacon thers until he sold
hie bueinees and came to Jackeonwvills, 1917, to live with his
youngest daughter, Mra, Mary Fouston, becsuss he was too old to
operate a tueiness. In Jacksonville he comnected himaself with the
Bethel Bapsiet Church, and while too old fo serve as an sobive
deacon, has was placed on the bonorary liet because of his previous
record of ohurch service. *

As & rello of pre-frosdom daye, Mr. Towne has
& plece of paper money and a one-cent plece which he keeps sscursly
locked in bis trunk and allows no noe to open the trunk; he keeps
the key.

Mr Towns, who will celebrate his dne-=hundred-
firet birthday, December 24, 1938, is not able ts cchearently relate
incidents of the past; he heara but little and that with great
difficulty,

He saye he has his ssoond eyesight; he reads
without the uwse of glasees; until very recently he hae been very
active in mind and body, having registered inm the Spring of 1936,
aigning his own name on the regletration booke. He has almost all
©of bis hair, whioch is thick, ailvery whits and of artiat length,
He has moat of his teeth, walks without a cane oxocept when painful ;
dresses himeelf without aseistance.
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Nr. Towns rises 8%t six o'oclock each morning, oftem
éarlier. Makes his bed(he has never allowed anyone to make hig
bed for him) and beoauss 1% ie etill dark has to 1ie morcss
the bed to awalt the breaking of day. His health ias very good
nnfl his appetite strong,

Upon the cocasion of hie one-hundredth birthday,
December 34, 18935, his daughter Mrs, Houston gave him & child'se
party and 1n*_ritad'nna hundred guest; one hundred stockings ;a:u
made, filled with fruits, nuts and candies and one given each
guest, 4 hik- cake with one hundred candles adorned the tabls
and during the party he out the cake. At this pasty, he showed
8ll the joys and pleasures of a child. His other danghter Mra.
:;_L; MoMillar, of New Tork Oity, and son, Mr. George Towns, for
:}au- ar ingtruotor im Atlanta Uﬂi"l"l:l:lt!, Atlanta, Georgla, wom
progent for thes ococasiom. _

Mr. Towns has been noted during his lifetdms for
baving & resarkable mesmory and has many times pubi:lnlr delivered
orations from many of Shakespears's works, His memory began fail-
ing him in 1935,
| He 1s very well educated and now spends most of his
time sitiing on the porch reading the Bible. (3)
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I. Luke Towns, 1335 Weet Eighth Street, Jackeonville, Florida

3. Mary Houston, dsughter of Luke Tom .
Jackeonville, Florids wns, 1335 west Eighth gtreet
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