A Mefiage from His Excellency AR7HUR’
D O B B §, Efg; Captain-General, and Go-
vernor in Chief, in and over his Majefty’s
Province of North-Carolina;

Tothe GENERAL ASSEMBLY, held at Newbdern, the Twelfth
1.2 Day of December, 1754. '

Gentlemen of bis Majey’s Council, My. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Affembly,

A VING in my Speech to you at your Meeting, told you that I fhould,
in a mor¢ ample Manner, lay before you the Grand Plan of France, to
ruin and diftrefs all the Britith Colonies on this Continent ; I take the ear-
lieft Opportunity of laying their wicked and enlaving Scheme before you,
that you may fee the Neceflity there is of granting a reafonable and immediate Supply,
;1:!)1(} entering into a Plan ‘of Union with all the Britith Colonies, for our mutual future
Defence: ‘
- The French, ever a&tive and ambitious, under the infatiable and rapacious Houfe of
Bourbon, whofe Minifters having deftroyed the Gallic Liberties by the eftablifhing an
arbitrary Power in the King alone, have, for near ‘Two Centuties, laid a Plan for en-
flaving Exrope, by ruining the Liberties of the Germanick Body, and Proteftant Intereft
of Europe: Their firft Attempt was to ruin the Houfe of Auffrie; by playing the Ger-
manick Body againft their Head, and raifing themfelves upon its Ruin ; and made Ufe .
of the Germanick Proteftant Powers for that Purpofe, when, at the fame Time, they
were ruining the Proteftents in France, and depriving the French of their Liberties’s
whillt they were extending their Limits, at the Expence of Germany, and the Spanifh
Branch of the Houfe of Azffria ; and by that Means had forced the Houfe of Spain, for
the Sake of Peace, tointermarry with the Houfe of Bourbon, upon their Solemn Renun-
ciation of their Right of Succeffion to the Spanifb Monarchy : That fatal Match has
been the Caufe of the late expenfive Wars, and has endangered the Lofs of the Liberties
of Europes, for by the Gallic Intrigues, they have eftablithed a younger Branch of the
Houfe of Bourbon, to govern the Spenifh Monarchy ;5 which by its Pretention to, and
Pofleflion of, above half of America, which they claim as their Right only by a Pa-
pal Donation, have acquired a2 Dominion more extenfive and rich than any Empire ever
known on the Globe : Thus France, from a Powerful Enemy, have made the Spanifh Mo-
narchy a confirmed and potent Ally, with fome Hopes, I fear too well grounded, of
its being fooner or later united to the Gallic Monarchy.

But the French, after Two long and bloody Wars, having been obftructed in their
Plan of aggrandizing thefnfelves in Europe, by failing in their Attempt of ruining the
Houfe of Aufiria, by the Prudence, Magnanimity, and fteady Conduét of our moft
gracious King, the Father of his People, who, fupported by the Courage, Wealth, and
Naval Power of the Briti/b Empire, by powerfully fupporting and aflifting his Allies,
hath defeated the Gallic future Schemes'in Zurope : The French, mad at their Difappoint-
ment, finding that the Briti/b Liberties and Proteftant Intereft are fecure under his Ma-
Jjefty’s Government, and confirmed by the Proteftant Succeffion in his illuftrious Houfe ;
and that Brifain can’t be conquered or reduced but by ruining its Commerce, and with

_ it our Naval Power, have changed their Syftem, and have laid a Plan to ruin the Bririfp
Commerce, by confining, invading, and conquering all our #merican Colonies ; by firft -
attempting the Colonies on the Continent ; for by fecuring the Fiftheries, and Naval

. Stores of America, they would increafe their Marine, and ruin the Commerce, and with -
it the Naval Power of Britain ; and then they wop’d divide America with the Spaniards,
and the whole wou’d center in the Houfe of Bourbon ; for then, by the Affiftance of
France, Portugal muft fall an ealy Prey to the Power of Spaiz, and the Frm? wou'd
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ftipulate to have the Brazils, Africa, and India, yielded to them as the elderBranch of .
the Houfe of Bourbon 3 and then the Wealth and Power of Britain being reduced, all
the Powers of Europe, tho’ united, could not «withftand the united Power and Wealth
of the Houfe of Bourben; it being demonftrable, that thofe who have the Wealth,
Power, and Commerce of America, Africa, and the Indies, muft be Mafters of the
Liberties of Europe. - V.

The Gallic Branch of the Houfe of Bourben, diftinguifhed of late for their worfe
than punic Faith, have, for at leaft a Century, never ended one War, but with a View
to extend their Power and Dominions in Time of Peace, by Force or Intrigues, and to
prepare for another War ; and think it no Crime to invade or incroach upon their Neigh-
bours; who obftruét their Schemes, in profound Peace, thinking themfelves not bound
by the moft folemn Treaties, if they prevent their aggrandizing their Empire.

" This has been very notorious formerly in Europe, but their Schemes proving abertive
there, they have of late profecuted their Plan in America : Have they not, contrary to
the moft folemn Treaties, deprived us of the greateft and beft Part of Nova-Scotia, to
the Weftward of the Bay of Fundi ? Erected Forts at Chinefio, to confine us within the
Peninfula ? and made another, and are forming a Settlement on the River of St. Fobu’s,
to ruin the Trade of New-England, and the Northern Colonies, by their Privateers in the
next War, when we fhall be couped up by their Shipping there, and at Louifburg?
Have not they by their hellifh Miffionaries, fpirited up all their Jndian Allies to maffacre
and make Depredations, not only in Nove-Scotia, but againit all our Northern Colonies 2
Have they not erected a Fort at Crown-point, to diftrefs and confine our Colonics of New-
England, and New-York, on Lands which are the undoubted Right of his Majefty 2
Have they not ere&ed a Fortat Niagara, upon the Lands of the Six Nations, our acknow-
leged and declared Allies by the Treaty of Utrechs 2 Have they not laid a Claim to, and
ereten Forts upon his Majefty’s Lands on the back of Virginia, and pretend a Right to
all the Lands beyond the Mountains, as far as the Miffiffippi? Have they not, contrary to
the Right of Treaties, deprived us of the Indian Trade, and feized our Traders and all -
their Goods, in Time of profound Peace ? Have not they privately fent over and in-
creafed their Forces, from Time to Time, both in Loezifiana, and Cenada? And have
not they fent Forces from Louifiana, to eret a Fort on the Entrance of the Owabach, or
River of St. Ferome, into the Obio 2 Arenot thefe enormous Invafions and Incroachments
in Time of Peace? Are not they gaining all the Jrdian Nations, intercepting and depriv-
ing us of our Indian Allies, and daily infligating their Allies to fcalp, maffacre, and
deftroy our Settlers : Thefe are all Facts too notorious and recent to be denied ; and muft
naturally difeover to us the whole Plan and Scheme laid by the French to confine, con-
quer, and enflave all our Colonies. ; s

A Scheme grand in its Extent, romantic in Appearance, and even beyond the Power
of France to execute, altho’ the Crown has an abfolute Power over all the Private Pur~
fes of his Subjects, when he has a Call for them ; provided the Colonies exert their na-
tive Force immediately, and repel them to their inhofpitable cold Colony of Canada, and
confinie them to the hot Sands of Louifiana. The Plan that they have laid, is no lefs
than immediately to confine our Colonies betwixt the Mountains and the Eaftern Ocean,
by ereting Forts from Canada to Louifiana, upon the Obio, and Principal Rivers betwixt
the Two Colonies, fixing ftrong Garrifons in them, and fo forming a Chain for above
2000 Miles to prevent our correfponding or trading with our Indian Allies. When that
is done; and they have, by Menaces, or by their hellifh Jefvitical Miffionaries, made
Profelytes of them, not to the true Chriftian Religion, founded on Peace, Benignity,-

_ and Brotherly Love, but to the Pomps and outward Trappings of the Popith Hierarchy
and Superftition ; and have infpired an enthufiaftick Fury into them againft Proteftants,
whom they call Hereticks, making it meritorous in them to maflacre and deftroy them,
upon which they affure them their future Happinefs depends ; then they propofe pro-
ceeding further, and to {eize and fecure all the Pafies on the Mountains, and head the
Indians againft all our Colonies, and force us to become tributary, or to fubmit to the

arbitrary Government of France, and become their Slaves, or be maffacred by them and
: : ' their
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. their Indians; or be forced otit of our Religion, Liberties, and Properti'es . a fatal Di-
lemma, fhould they execute their Scheme! .

This Scheme; hatched in Hell, and fuppofted by the Court of Rome, fo iniquitous
and unlikely to be brought to Perfetion, could never be adopted by the Court of France,
if they were not pre-poficfied that the Britifb Colonies were unwilling, or incapable of
uniting and exerting their Force ; imagining, (for which they have fome Grounds,)
that the feveral Colonies are like a Rope of Sand, each guided by felfifh partial Views ;
and that each Planter is more wedded to his‘own private Gain, than to defend the Rights of
his Community, or of the Neighbouring Colonics, and will not part with a Share of his
Wealth, to fecure the Remainder ; imagining, that he will be the laft that fhall fuffer,
or vainly expetting, that Britain can and will be at the whole Expence, and let them in-
dolently look on ; fo that before they can be brought toa&, the French will have formed
the Chain, and gain their Ends: They alfo ¢onfider the militaty Genius of the French
Gentry, who are all educated with a View to Pomp and Power, and their whole Thoughts

. are turn’d to fupport the Glory of the Grand Monarque, and thercfore are never eafy in
Time of Peace, but always forming Proje@s for aggrandizing France by the next War ;
fo that this villainous Opinion they have of the Britifb Planters in the Colonies, and the
enthufiaftic Spirit of their military Gentry, induce the French Miniftry to undertake
Schemes beyond their Power to execute.

If then we give the French Time to execute the Scheme they have begun, the Liber-
ties, Properties,- and Proteftant Religion in thefe Colonies, will be unavoidably loft.

How miferable muft be the Condition then of all our Colonies, when confined within
the Mountains, deprived of all the Inland Trade of the Continent, and the Indians, from
being our faithful Allies, obliged to become our inveterate Enemies 5 drove by them from
the Mountains toward the Sea Ceaft, our Sed Coaft attacked by flying Frerch Squadrons,
and Privateers: In this Situation we muft fubmit to be Slaves to France, become their
hewers of Wood, and drawers of Water, fupporting them with moft enormous Taxes.

God Almighty, who by his Providence under the Condu& of our Meffiab, hath, in .
many remarkable Inftances, defeated all Popifh Schemes, when the Proteftant Intereft
and Liberties of Britain feem’d to be at the Brink of Ruin: Qut Meffiah, who is ever a
beneficent Guardian to his true Proteftant Church, founded on Juftice, Humanity, and
focial Love, hath now put it into our Power to make their whole Scheme “abortive if
we excrt our whole Native Force without lofs of Timej by infatuating their Councils, and

- permitting them to difcover and entef upon the Execution of their Plan, before they are
prepared and ftrengthened by a fufficient Force from France; it being evident at prefent,
that we out-number the French Colonies upon this Continent by above Forty to One,

~and are yet flrengthened with many brave Indian Allies 5 fo that we vaftly exceed both
in Wealth and Number. all the Frezch upon the Continent, or thofe they can fupport,
if {ent from Franuce, in their prefent inhofpitable Colonies. }

Great-Britain, which has formed and nurfed up thefe Colonies from their Infancy to-a

- State of Manhood, and hath greatly increafed their Numbers and Wealth, by protedting
them hitherto, and fending or.permitting many Britifb Families to come and fettle in
their Colonies ; and who, by their mild free Government, have encouraged many Foreign
Proteftants to come over and fettle and increafe their Numbersy and though they are
loaded with Debts and enormous, tho’ neceffary, Taxes ; hath not only prote@ed thefe
Colonies, but induiged them in paying a fmall Quit-Rent, and the eafieft Taxes ({pent
in their own Support,) of any civilized Nation on the Globe. Whilft Brizain, and every
State in Europe, -are loaded with Taxes, and moft of the trading Nations with heavy
Debts ; whilft Brizain is ftrugling under thefe Difficulties, altho’ the Parliament hatha .
Power of taxing the Colonies for their own Support, by taking off the Premiums they
pay us for fome of our Exports, and laying on Duties upon what we export to Britain,
orelfewhere; yet his Majefty, in Regard to his faithful Colonies, is only defirous that they
fhould unite and form a Secicty amongft themfelves, to raifea proper and adequate Quora
or Fund for their mutval Support and Defence, that the united Force of the Colonies
may act together and have its due Weight ; and leaves it to the Colonies, to confider of
the moft equitable and proper Method of raifing the Taxes which are necefary for the

Support
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- Support of his Government, their own Peace and Safety ; and a reafonable S'um fr'orr‘s,
each of the Colonies to be laid up as a Fund, to fupport and increafe our Tndian Alhes,
and to prevent all Foreign Invafions and Igcroachments: And if ‘France fhou’d ftill go*
on with their romantic Scheme; when they fee we fhall exert our whole Native Forcey
and fhould pour in Troops from France to enflave us, then his Majefty will exert his
 Power; and maintain the Rights of Britain by their Naval Power, and ¢nable the Colo-
< aies to fupport their juft Rights and Properties. R SR it
““In this critical. Situation, let us, his Majefty’s faithful Subjects of the Colony of
North-Carolina, fhew that We are true Sons of Britain, whofe Anceftors have been ever
* famous for defending their valuable Religion, and Libertics ; and that we are ftill infpired
with the fame Spirit of Liberty, and are determined to fupport our Religious and Civil
Rights, and hand them down to our VPofterity : Let us fhew, that tho® we are one of ‘_
~ the Jateft fessled Colonies, and fearcely arriyed ut the State of Manhood that ovr neigh- %
" bouring C-/lonics ‘have attained to, cither in Wealth or Number, yet that we are ftill :
ready to exert our Power; and grant an immediate Supply to aflift in the General Defence
of the Colonies 5 and that as we have already fhewn a good Example, fo we fhall con-
finue to be a Jaudable Precedent to the reft of the more opulent Colonies; and inftead of
entering into Private Party Quarrel, as fome have done, or poftponing or putting oﬂj
proper Supplies, as fome others have ‘done, by an' ill-judged (Economy, or out of a
penurious felfifh Confideration; as fome Proprictary and Charter Colonies have done, .
vainly imagining that the Danger is at a Diftance, and that they will leave the Brunt of
it to others ; and that Britains loaded, with Debts and Taxes, will defend them, and'in-
dulge them in living without Taxes, or affifting in the General Defence of the Colonies,
Let us then chearfully give what is reafonable and proper for us, by an immediate Sup-
ply, as well knowing that 2 moderate Sum now granted, will go farther in fecuring our
Rights and Properties, than Ten Times as much if longer delayed : Let us then infpire
the other Colonies with an equal Fire fa maintain their Religion and Liberties, and to
preferve the Friendfhip, and defend the Rights of our Indien Allies. This, as grateful
Men, we owe to them, for the Happinefs we enjoy in poflefiing thefe fine Climates and
tich Lands of dmerica, which was once theirs, either by Pofleffion or Conqueft; this
we owe to them, as free Men and true Chriftians, to promote their Happinefs, and make
¢hem Pastalirs of our happy Conftitution, and extending it thro” the Continent, by cn-
deavouring to civilize and incorpc-ate with them, and to lay a Foundation for.their be-
coming Chriftians ; and this true Chriftian Zeal will heap Blefiings upon all our Colonics
and our Pofterity. : S S
“Let us then behave like generous brave Men and true Chriftians ; for a little while
confine our Appetites and Luxurics, and part with a reafonable Part of our Wealth to
preferve the Remainder, and our happy Conftitution in Church and State, to our latelt
Polfterity ; this will fhew the Gallic Monarch, and his infatiable Miniftry, that we are
not to be intimidated or to be bullied out of our Rights, and that if he thould infift upon
his romantic Scheme of furrounding, confining, and enflaving us, that we will jointly
and unanimoufly fipport our valuable Religion, Liberties, and Properties, with our
Lives and Fortunes ; and that whilit we behave like brave Men, and true Chriftians, we
are fure of the Protection of God our Meffich, and that we fhall not only be happy'is.
this World, but to endlefs Ages. '
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