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VJQV‘/ alp 45

SCENE AND SETT ING

The Lofton Lumber Compeny has its big mill and quartors
deep in the primeval woods of South Central Florida. Huge
live oaks, pines, magnolia cypress, "sweoct gum" (maple) and
‘the like grow lush. Spanish moss drapes the trees. Tedl
cabbage palms tilt their crowns in clusters above the surround-
ing troess Scrubby palmettoes make a dense undergrowths

The woods surround.everythings Bull alligators can be
heard booming like huge bass drums from the lake at nights
Variagated chorus of frogs, big owls, and now and thon the
cry of a panthoers

Therc are 2 hundred or morc houses in the quartcerss
They are laid out in straight rows like strectss. Thero is
a main streot, widor than the othors called "The Squaro”.

On it are the public places like the Jook, or pleasurc houscs
furnished by tho managemenf. There is a piano in it {some~-
times'a victrola also) tables for card games made of un=
painted lumber, and a big table with a trip-string for dicos
This is thé lifo of the camp aftor work hours, Thoro is a
sort of cafo whore soft drinks, tobacco, dried fish, chitter-
11ng§, otce are solde It is the scecond placo 1n‘popu1arityi
A The stroots of the quartors arc unpaved, sandy placesSs
There are troes that have boon loft standing here and thorcs

The houses are of raw, second grade lumbor, unpainted,
ecach with a porch and two or throc roomss Each man with a
"family" is allotted a house for which he is docked. about

fifty cents a weoke The single mon live with others or room
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at the roomihg house next door to the cafe, No fonced in
yards, fow flowers, and thosc poorly tonded, Fow attempts at
any kind of deccoration or rclief of uglinesse. Everyono lives
temporary. They go from job to job, or from job to jail and
from f§ail to job, Working, loving tomporarily and oftenr
without thought of permanence in anything, woaring their
swiseh-blade knives and guns as a habit likec the mon of tho
01d West, fighting, cutting and being cut, such a camp whore
thero is little law, and the poace officers of state and county
barred by the management, thaesc rofugees from lifc seo nothing
unlovely in the sordid camp. Thoy love it and when thoy leave
there, will seck another placo liko its

Such a place is the cradle of tho Blues and work songsse
Therc they are made and go from mouth to mouth of itinorant
workers from one camp to the others :

They are ephemeral in every ways, The murdorous fight

of today is forgotten tomorrow and the opponents work to~
gother in utmost friendship inside of twenty=-four hourss

Tho- woman of today may be forgotten tomorrow, Certainly it
i1s remarkablc for a love affair to survive a change of 8sconce
There: will be more women where they arc going, and they say,
"Let overy town furnish its own, Its a damn poor town that
cantt furnish its owne Take no woman anywhorew! Hore and
thore an attachment becomes permancnt, and thoy sottle down

together, or travel together from camp to campe

The women arc misfits from the outsides Scldom good

looking, intelligent, or adjustablos They havé drifted
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down to their level, unable to meot the competition outsides
Many have made time in prisons also,. Usually for fighting
over mene They too pack knives. No stigma attaches to them
for prison torms., In fack, their prestige is incroased if
thoy have made time for a serious cutting. It passcs for
bravory--somothing to give thomselves a rating in theiw
small world, wherc no intellcctual activities exists.- Honce
the boastful song: I'm going to make mec a graveyard of my
own, ctcs

Rough, fighting drinking, loving, recckless, but at times
a Plash of rcligion comes to the top when they are very
troubled or scared., Then for a short while, a Spiritual will
well up out of them and be much-feclt for the momonts Small
churches have a hit-and-miss existence on the camps. They
feol the need of a preacher for funerals. Ho 1s more often
a man of the same stripe who rceformeds

But these people have given the world the Blues, Work
Songs, guitar picking in the Negro manner, and the type of
piano playing which madc Fats Waller famous, and is now
being taken up by the world. Because it is typical, they
call that type of piano playing "jooking"s
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